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MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT 
 

TE KARERE NEWSLETTER 
Kia Orana MFEM and welcome to the second issue of Te Karere. The first issue received a lot of good feedback and great 
suggestions were put forward to the newsletter team as to how it could be improved. There have been changes made 
to this issue as a result. 
 
There have been a couple  of  international events that have and are currently taking place, with the Rugby World Cup 
which is currently still underway and the South Pacific Games that were held in New Caledonia. A couple of our staff 
members represented the Cook Islands at this event and we have exclusive interviews with them. A little write up on 
the Rugby World Cup has also been included.  
 
This edition will feature an exclusive interview with the Minister of Finance, Mr Mark Brown, an individual update from 
each of the Divisions and the regular features of the newsletter. 
 
We hope you enjoy reading the newsletter and if you have any comments or suggestions to improve the newsletter 
then let the newsletter team know. 
 

 

Enjoy 
 

‘IN QUALITY WE ENDEAVOUR’ 

 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE 
 

Our Ref: 
When drafting letters for the Financial Secretary please use one of the numbers given to your division and record it in 
your correspondence register.  Etuatina will intermittently copy them to the master register that she administers. 
 
Please do not include brackets. For Example, 0001-1112 and not [0001] – 1112  
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INTERVIEW WITH THE MINISTER 
The newsletter team had the opportunity to interview Finance Minister – Mr. Mark Brown who has been in office since 
the General Election in November 2010.  The Minister has spent the past couple of months settling in to his new work 
environment as Minister and Member of Parliament for the Takuvaine Constituency.  We had the privilege of meeting 
with him to ask a few questions. 

 
 
Personal Details 
FULLNAME:  Mark Stephen Brown 

ORIGIN: Cook Islander 

FAMILY:  Wife – Daphne Hosking-Brown.  Children:  Daughter – Tiarn, Son – Tiki 
 
 
Who has been your inspiration in life and why? 
Firstly, I would say my grandparents have been a great inspiration to me because they 
raised me when I was a young boy.  My parents have also been an inspiration to me. 
 
Could you share your experience in losing the 2006 General Election, in contrast to winning 
last year’s General Election? 
Losing the 2006 General Election was a “blessing in disguise”, because it made me stronger.  
It gave me a sense of humility, and made me understand that “even though you lose, don’t 
lose the lesson learnt.”  It gave me a boost to do better in the November 2010 General 
Election, where I was successful. 
 
What made you want to become a politician? 
Wanting to become a politician was a long-term goal.  Stepping into the world of politics has been a dream come 
true. 
 
Other than the new Withholding Tax, did Government consider any other option to generate revenue for Crown? 
Yes.  Government did consider other options of generating revenue for Crown.  Increasing the VAT rate from 12.5% to 
15.0%, increasing the Company Tax rate and increasing the Income Tax (PAYE) rate.  Increasing the VAT rate 
unfortunately would affect the low-income earners the most.  Businesses are already heavily burdened with different 
expenses that are unavoidable.  E.g. – rising fuel costs, operating expenses, etc.  For Income Tax, employees would 
not be paying the same amount of tax.  In the end as we all know, it was decided that the Withholding Tax be 
implemented, to which Government decided was the right option. 
 
Who do you support for the 2011 Rugby World Cup? 
Go the All Blacks!!! 

  

Mark Brown 
Minister of Finance 
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AID MANAGEMENT DIVISION (AMD) 
New Addition to the team 

The Ministry would like to welcome Mr. Peter Tierney who has filled in the 
position of Senior Policy & Research Officer.  Peter will be responsible for 
formulating policies and performing relevant research regarding donor 
programs.  He will also provide capacity to AMD for research, analysis and 
development of policy in order to improve aid effectiveness in the Cook 
Islands. 
 
AMD is currently in the process of appointing a new Administration & 
Support Officer. 

 

Projects Currently Underway 
Rarotonga – Red Cross complex, this project will see the construction of the new Red Cross building in Tupapa. 
Mauke – Harbour Upgrade Project - Upgrade of the current Mauke Harbour. 
Mitiaro – Harbour upgrade Project - Upgrade of the current Mitiaro Harbour 
All Northern Outer Islands – The upgrading of water systems in all 7 Northern Outer Islands 
Pukapuka - EU Pukapuka cyclone management centre, construction of new cyclone shelter. 
 

EU Pukapuka Cyclone Management Shelter 

Progress Report 
The Pukapuka Cyclone Management Centre (CMC) is currently under construction. The contract was awarded to 
Landholdings Ltd in March 2011. It is jointly funded by the European Union and the Cook Islands Government. 
 
Progress on the project has been ahead of schedule with the walls, mezzanine floor, office, kitchen toilets and showers 
and foundation of the building completed. All major plumbing and electrical service lines have been installed. Structural 
steel to hold the roof and side of the building will be installed by mid – October. Aluminium joinery for the project will 
reach Pukapuka in early November completing main the main structural features of the building. Finishing for the 
building will be completed by February 2012. 
 
Work progress has been excellent with construction foreman James Atera and his team, under the leadership of 
Landholdings Director, Bill Doherty. Building engineers and construction supervisors Kramer Ausenco, have worked well 
with the local contractor and the people of Pukapuka. Administration support from the contractor, supervisor and EU 
representatives is being facilitated through the Aid Management Division. 
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REVENUE MANAGEMENT DIVISION (RMD) 
TAX  

Quote of the Month – “...if you think no one’s thinking about you you’re wrong. 
RMD never stops thinking about you, 7 hours a day, 5 days a week...” 

Farewell Function 
A farewell function was held on Friday 23rd September for two of RMD’s senior staff members, Joanne Archer and 
Raymond Kettley.  A divisional dinner was arranged and held at Cafe Ariki to farewell Joanne and Ray for their long and 
well commended services to not only RMD but also to MFEM as a whole.  Ray has now retired from his career and is 
heading back to New Zealand with his wife Jenny.  Joanne however, has pursued a different path.  She has opened up 
her own accounting business here in Rarotonga as well as in New Zealand.  We wish both of them all the very best for 
the future. As you all may know, Sally Thomson has joined RMD as Joanne’s replacement.  Sally has already taken over 
the role of Senior Tax Auditor and has settled into her new work environment.  We welcome Sally to RMD and hope that 
she enjoys her time here in the Ministry.  . 
 

Departure Tax 
There have been recent issues raised over the Departure Tax fee paid by all 
visitors and Cook Islanders leaving the country.  As you all know, the 
Departure Tax fee of $55 is to be paid prior to departure at Rarotonga 
International Airport.  Passengers under the age of 13 years are exempt of the 
Departure Tax.  Often taxes and charges imposed by other governments are 
incorporated into the cost of the airline ticket to make tax collection easier 
and to help ease the burden on the traveller.  Many attempts have been made 
to encourage airlines to change their processes, however all attempts to date 
have been unsuccessful. 

 
The $55 Departure Tax fee paid by all departing passengers aged 13 years and over generates revenue of around $6 
million per annum.  This fee assists in providing services to health, education and infrastructure needs within the Cook 
Islands such as waste and sanitation services, road work as well as water supply. 
 

What do people think about the $55 Departure Tax 
being included in the airline ticket? 

We spoke with a random member of the public on her views about the 
situation.  In her own words she stated: “...the departure tax should be 
included in the airline ticket.  It happens everywhere else in the world, 
except here.  It’s just an inconvenience for everyone, locals and visitors.  I 
reckon visitors to the Cook Islands always have a memorable time until 
the minute they have to pull out their wallets at the airport in search of 
$55 to pay for the departure tax.  It’s ridiculous.” 
 
Now we know how one member of the Cook Islands community feels. What about the rest?? 
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WITHHOLDING TAX 

OFFICE OF THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY PRESS RELEASE   
11 August 2011 

FACT INFORMATION – 15% WITHHOLDING TAX ON INTEREST 
As from 1 September 2011 a withholding tax of 15 per cent will be imposed on interest paid by the Banks. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Individual’s interest income earned on Cook Islands bank accounts is currently not taxed in the Cook Islands. 
Withholding tax (WHT) on interest will be implemented on 1 September 2011.  The withholding tax will be a final tax for these 
taxpayers.  The payment of the withholding tax eliminates the need for any further payments to be made even if the payers’ 
marginal rate of income tax is higher than the withholding tax rate. 
Conversely, no refunds can be sought if the payer’s marginal tax rate is actually below the withholding rate. For the latter 
reason, the withholding tax, at 15 per cent, is set at a lower rate than standard income tax.   (With the exception of 
companies and trusts where they will have to be declared for income tax purposes and a credit can be claimed for the WHT 
paid) 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
What does it mean for me? 

 Individuals will not be required to include interest income in their annual individual income tax return. 
- This means that even if you are on a much higher tax rate than 15 per cent you will not need to pay any more, 

the 15 per cent is a final tax. 

 You will not be able to claim any credits from this tax against other income. 

 You will not be able to have it refunded if your marginal rate is below 15 per cent. 
 
Should I take my money overseas? 
This is your choice, however, as a Cook Islands tax resident you are liable for tax on your worldwide income.  This means any 
income that you earn anywhere in the world must be included in your tax return taxed at your marginal tax rate. 
 
How does my withholding tax get paid to Revenue Management (MFEM)? 
The bank will file a monthly WHT return and pay the money for you to MFEM; you are not required to do anything. 
 
How will the withholding tax be calculated? 
In the following example Teariki has invested $10,000 in the bank at an agreed interest rate of 4.5 per cent per annum.  The 
bank pays Teariki non compounding monthly interest of $37.50. From 1 September Teariki is required to have 15 per cent 
WHT deducted from his interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each month Teariki will be credited $37.50 in interest from the bank, the bank will then withhold $5.63 for the WHT, and 
$31.87 will be paid into his bank account. 
 
How will it work for people with term deposits that have been entered into prior to 1 July 2011? 
A transitional arrangement will be in place to accommodate those customers who entered into a term deposit prior to the 
announcement of the WHT on 1 July 2011.  In these cases the WHT will be phased in.  The following examples illustrate how 
this will occur. 
 
Example A Term deposit is entered into pre-announcement i.e. before 1 July 2011. In this example a $10,000 term deposit 
will be placed on a 12 month term with 5 per cent p.a. to be paid on maturity on 31 December 2011. 

Annual Interest paid to Teariki on his deposit of $10,000 $450.00 
less 15% WHT on the interest earned $67.50 

Teariki’s net interest for the year $382.50 

  

The Bank will pay interest to Teariki monthly $37.50 
less 15% WHT on the interest earned $5.63 

Net interest paid to Teariki monthly $31.87 
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How will it work for people with term deposits that have been entered into after 1 July 2011? 
Example B Term deposits entered into post-announcement, i.e. after 1 July 2011.  In this example a three month $10,000 
term deposit will be deposited at 5 per cent p.a. for three months from 15 July 2011 with maturity at 15 October 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example C Term deposits entered into post-announcement, i.e. after 1 July 2011 but maturing before the date of 
commencement.  In this example a six week $10,000 term deposit will be deposited at 5 per cent p.a. on 15 July 2011 with 
maturity six weeks later on 26 August 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What about the overseas taxpayers? 
Any interest paid to overseas taxpayers currently has 15 per cent withholding tax deducted by the payer from any interest 
they receive – unless it was paid by a Cook Islands bank.  The new legislation ensures all interest earned in the Cook Islands or 
by Cook Islands residents is subject to tax. 

 Overseas taxpayers will be subject to withholding tax on their interest received from the Cook Islands. (Except in 
relation to International Business Banks registered under the International Companies Act) 

 Withholding tax will apply at 15 per cent to all bank interest earned in the Cook Islands. 
 
What about companies? 
Any interest paid to companies by a Cook Islands bank will have 15 per cent withholding tax deducted.  This will not be a final 
tax.  The company will declare the interest income as usual, and claim a credit for the withholding tax paid.  The company tax 
rates are higher than 15 per cent so a top up tax payment will be required.  

1 January 2011 1 July  
2011 

31 August  
2011 

1 September  
2011 

31 December 2011 

Term deposit 
commences 

Date of 
announcement 

Last day of 
exemption. 
 

Commencement of 
the WHT at 
15 per cent 

Term deposit matures 

$10,000 
invested at 5 
per cent p.a. to 
be paid on 
maturity 

 Up until this 
date $332.88 of 
interest is 
deemed to be 
earned and will 
not subject to 
WHT. 

Interest accrued 
from this point is 
subject to WHT 

From 1 September to 31 
December interest of 
$167.12 is deemed to be 
earned and subject to WHT. 
 
In this case the bank would 
credit the depositor with 
$500 of interest and then 
withhold $25.07.in WHT on 
the $167.12 in interest 
earned from 1 Sep to 31 
Dec.  Therefore the deposit 
earns and effective net 
interest of $474.93 on 
maturity. 

1 July  
2011 

15 July  2011 1 September  
2011 

15 October 2011 

Date of 
announcement 

Term deposit 
entered into 
 

Commencement of 
the WHT at 
15 per cent 

Term deposit matures 

 Interest 
accrued from 
this point is 
subject to WHT 

 From 15 July to 15 October interest of 
$126.03 has been earned and is subject to 
WHT. 
 
In this case the bank would credit the 
depositor with $126.03 of interest and then 
withhold $18.90 Therefore the deposit earns 
and effective net interest of $107.13 on 
maturity. 
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 CUSTOMS DIVISION  
The Customs Division is an important 

area of MFEM that serves as the law 
enforcement agency responsible for 
protecting the Cook Islands community 
from potential risks arising from 
international trade and travel, while 

facilitating the legitimate movement of people and goods across the 
border. The Customs Division is also a key government revenue 
collector through Excise, Duty and VAT collecting 37% of total 
government revenue on average per annum. Figure 1.1 is an indication 
on the outputs achieved annually across the board. 

Airport passenger processing 
system upgrade 

The current automated passenger 
processing system being used (cruise 
application) is to be replaced by a 
customised system that will see the 
current computer laptops, gifted by NZ 
customs under project Kaveinga, replaced 
by smaller more compatible units.  

Capacity Building 
In response to the Minister’s priority of excellence in border 
management, the Customs Division continues to develop its capability 
and capacity through the establishment of refresher training sessions 
and the identification of suitable training opportunities within and 
outside the Cook Islands. A new induction course for new recruits was 
implemented in April and will be used as catalyst for future training 
packages for new officers. A new training program has also been implemented that will see 6 current officers 
go through twelve weeks of training. This training has already commenced and will come to a conclusion on 
the 13th of December 2011. 

 

Rarotonga International Airport 
The Rarotongan 
International airport is 
the gateway into the 
Cook Islands. As 
illustrated in Figure 1.1 
it is estimated that 
approximately 120,000 
visitors enter the Cook 
Islands per annum. It is 
our responsibility to 
ensure that all passengers embarking and 

disembarking off crafts entering the Cook Islands are immigrated and screened through Customs before 
entering the Cook Islands. We also play an important protection and revenue collection role for the Crown. At 

Figure 1.1 Annual Outputs 

AIRPORT 
Processes: 

- 120,000 passengers 

- 800-900 flights 

CRAFT 
Processes: 

- 50 commercial vessels 

- 30 cruise vessels 

- 300 yachts 

REVENUE 
Collects: 
$28-$32 million from Import Duty 
and Import VAT (37% of 
Government revenue) 

ENTRIES 
Processes: 

- 10,500-12,500 Import 
entries 

- 300-500 Export entries 

EXAMINATIONS 
Inspects 

- 300-400 postal items 

- 300-400 Airfreight items 

- 300-400 Sea freight items 

- 3,000 passengers baggage 

Figure 1.2 Airport Performance Figures 

INDICATORS JULY 11 AUGUST 11 

Detains 

- Commercial 

- Private 

- Cigarettes/Alcohol/ 
Tobacco 

45 
9 

22 
23 

23 
2 

11 
10 

Seizures 0 0 

Interceptions 0 0 

Revenue Collected 

- Import VAT 

- Duty (Import Levy) 

$3751.25 
$2728.25 
$1023.00 

$4964.21 
$3934.21 
$1030.00 
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current a total of 18 international inbound flights are being processed on arrival and departure per week. 
Customs officers continue to perform extremely well at the airport with the results being reflected in figure 1, 
2. The peak season for tourist numbers is coming to an end with the number of inbound flights dropping from 
20 per week in August to 18 at present. 

Air Cargo, Ports and Mail Centre 
Apart from Customs having an important role 
at the airport we also have the responsibility of 
monitoring other gateways into the country. 
Customs plays a very important role in 
protecting the border at international ports of 
entry as well as the Telecom Post Office and air 
cargo facilities in which we work closely with 
Customs agents, freight forwarding agents and other border agencies. Our role is to ensure that all processes 
are followed correctly and that people, goods and craft entering and leaving the Cook Islands are cleared in 
accordance with the correct procedures. We also play a vital role in ensuring that prohibited items such as the 
likes of illicit drugs do not enter the Cook Islands. This is done through risk assessing people, goods and craft 
that leads on to Customs interventions (inspections). Figure 1.3 illustrates the performance of Customs in 
these areas over the last couple of months. 

World Customs News 
This space will be a regular feature of the Customs section that will give updates on world Customs news. 
Watch this space 
NZ CUSTOMS SERVICE “Another drug swallower caught at the border – the 10th in 18-months, says Customs 
14/06/2011” Internal smuggling is a polite name for it – “swallowers” is more descriptive. In the last 18-
months New Zealand Customs has caught ten of these desperate drug ‘mules’ trying to bring a range of 
narcotics into the country, inside themselves. That compares with 1 for all of 2009.The latest, at Auckland 
Airport over the weekend, saw a Polish national held in custody while he ‘passed’ 74 plastic pellets containing 
a total of 370 grams of crystal methamphetamine worth between $220,000 and $370,000 on the street. 
 
Source: http://www.customs.govt.nz/news/stories 
AUSTRLIA CUSTOMS “Sydney man charged with cocaine importation as police seize $460,000 cash - 9 
September 2011”Joint media release with the Australian Federal Police and NSW State Crime Command  
The Joint Organised Crime Group (JOCG) yesterday seized $460,000 in cash and charged a 24-year-old Sydney 
man with the attempted importation of more than two kilograms of cocaine. The JOCG comprises the 
Australian Federal Police, NSW Police Force, Australian Customs and Border Protection Service, Australian 
Crime Commission and NSW Crime Commission. The Surry Hills man is the third person to be arrested in 
relation to the attempted importation of almost 2.2kg of cocaine, hidden within an air-cargo consignment of 
books sent from China in July 2010. The man is scheduled to appear at Sydney Central Court today. The JOCG 
has previously charged a 20-year-old man and a 19-year-old man with importation offences in January and 
March respectively. The JOCG yesterday executed search warrants at Surry Hills and Lansvale, seizing 
$460,000 in cash.   

Source: Joint media release with the Australian Federal Police and NSW State Crime Command  

Customs Revenue and Border Protection Bill 
The current Customs Revenue and Border Protection Bill is still in the process of being completed. NZ lawyer 
Mike Ruffin has been working in collaboration with the Customs Division and NZ Customs in completing the 
Bill. The Customs bill when passed through parliament will replace the current Customs Act 1913. We expect 
the first reading of the Customs Bill to take place in November depending on the completion of the Bill.  
 

Figure 1.3 Airfreight/Shipping and Parcel post 
performance figures  

INDICATORS Air/Sea cargo Mail 

 July August July August 

Detains 0 0 0 0 

Interceptions 0 0 0 0 

Seizures 0 1 0 0 

INSPECTIONS 15 21 11 21 
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CUSTOMS IN COURT – “Airport security officer charged”  
On the 22nd of July 2010 Senior Customs Officer Walter Tangata located 3 duty free bags containing assorted 
duty free goods stowed away under the benches of the security transit area at the airport. As a result of this, 
the duty free goods were detained and inquiries were carried out. Inquiries led to the interview of Aviation 
Security Officer (AVSEC) Michael Williams who was later charged on two counts of conspiracy to evade 
payment of duty. On the 8th of September 2011 after entering a guilty plea to both charges, Mr. Williams 
appeared before Chief Justice Weston. Chief Justice Weston convicted and sentenced Mr. Williams to a 
$2,000 fine plus $30 court costs in respect to the first charge involving $1515.00 worth of goods. Mr. Williams 
was convicted and discharged on the other charge. In his honours final submission his honour referred to the 
abuse by the defendant of his position as an airport security officer and the condemnation in society of such 
abuse of position. 
He further added that corruption in the work place was something which he did not take very lightly. 
 
On the 16th September 2011, one of two associates of Mr. Williams namely Junior Konitara Vaine Tuteru of 
Titikaveka was also charged with conspiracy to evade payment of duty. 
On the 22nd September 2011, Mr. Tuteru appeared in court before Justice of the Peace Ms. Tautu and entered 
a plea of guilty to the charge. 
 
The case has been adjourned until the 21st October 2011 for sentencing before a judge. 
 
SCO Stephen Matapo 
Enforcement Officer 
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CUSTOMS OFFICERS IN ACTION 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



OCTOBER 2011 ISSUE 

Page | 11 
 

STATISTICS OFFICE 
NEW OFFICE LAYOUT 

In the past month, the Statistics Office has undergone some internal structural changes.  The Manager’s Office has been 
split into two separate offices with one of the offices being used for Population Census data processing. The data 
processing room will house the new Data scanner that will be used during the population census to data capture 
information from the completed census forms. This office space is also the new location for Kevin and Cathy. The 
changes have also seen the relocation of other staff, with senior statistics officer’s Enua, Tanga and Amelia receiving 
their own partitioned areas. The two junior Statistics officers Takili and Junior have been relocated to the area currently 
occupied by Stats officer’s Mareta and Annie. Photos of the new changes are shown below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

DATA SCANNER 
The Statistics Division has sourced new data scanner machine that will be used during the Population census to data 

capture completed population census booklets. The structural changes to the Statistics Office have been partly due to 
catering for the scanner machine.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Senior Officers area Stats Officers area Two new offices partitioned by the 
installation of a wall. 

Taggy Tangimetua’s New 
Office Space 

Kevin’s New Office space New Data processing Office Senior Officers Partitioned Area Data Scanner processing Area 
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STATISTICAL BULLETIN  
Total passenger Arrivals and departures 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visitor Arrivals and departures     
Since February of this year there has been a steady  
Increase in tourist arrivals into the Cook Islands. July  
Has posted the highest number of visitor arrivals so far with  
a total of 13,410. This is the result of July falling in the  
Tourism peak season with a total of 90 flights operating  
during this month. Figures also indicate that the lowest 
period for tourism numbers was February. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

                           

PERIOD 
VISITORS  COOK ISLANDS RESIDENTS Total 

Arrivals  Departures Arrivals  Departures Arrivals  Departures 

January 6,519 9,520 1,498 974 817 10,494 

February  5,501 5,696 987 1,180 6,488 6,876 

March 7,439 6,828 943 1,001 8,362 7,829 

April 8,714 8,559 992 1,045 9,706 9,604 

May 9,471 9,154 952 875 10,423 10,029 

June 10,043 8,930 661 790 10,704 9,720 

July 13,410 12,866 865 887 14,275 13,755 

August 11,896 12,027 759 912 12,655 12,939 
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TREASURY MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
UPDATE ON ANNUAL ACCOUNTS CATCH UP PROJECT 

Yamanika Cooray has been updating 2009/2010 and 2010/2011 annual accounts for Ministries along with the 
assistance of Ngatokorua Elikana (Fali) that started on 24 August 2011. Three Ministries have completed their 
2009/2010 accounts which are The Ministry of Cultural Development, Human Resource Development and The 
Ombudsman. Yamanika says it has been a very interesting and challenging time working with other Ministries 
and has been very helpful in putting their accounts together.  
 

SPG GAMES 2011 NEW CALEDONIA 
Two of the Treasury staff members were part of the team Cook Islands that represented the Country at the 
2011 South Pacific games in New Caledonia. Ngatokorua Elikana (Fali) represented the code of soccer and 
Terry Piri travelled as an assistant referee for soccer. Both of them returned to the Cook Islands early this 
month and the newsletter team had the privilege of interviewing them.  

 

5 Minutes with SPG representatives 
 

So what code did you represent? 
Terry – Football/Soccer as an Assistant Referee 
Fali – Football/Soccer as a Reserve Goal Keeper 
 

How was your trip? 
Terry – AWESOME, I enjoyed my trip accompanied by other referees however 1 
thing that disappointed me was the food (there’s no place like home). 
Fali – It was very good. It was a good experience as it was my first international 
competition as a player. 
 

What did you gain out of it? 
Terry – It was a great experience for me to be chosen as an assistant referee in 
Football and to assist a semi – final match in this sport was a big highlight of my 
trip.  
Fali – Experience, new skills in terms of playing, preparing and I also know the 
standard of playing in the pacific region (a lot higher than here). 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ngatokorua Elikana  

Terry Piri   
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 STAFF TRAVEL  
 

 

 

Travel updates 

AUGUST 
Steven Barrett – Returned from Suva Fiji to participate in three regional officials meetings on small islands states, pacific 
plan monitoring and forum officials. (15th – 19th) 
Andrew Haigh – Attended the Pacific Islands Tax Administrators Association (PITAA) heads meeting in Fiji (21st – 23rd 
August 2011) 
Dallas Young – Returned from Canberra, Australia where she attended the Pacific Executive program, Final Stage (3) of 
12 month program.  
Sarah Samuel – Returned from Manila, Philippines where she attended an ADB (Asian Development Bank) workshop on 
new issues in Trade Policy particularly ‘changes and responses from Asia’. 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Taggy Tangimetua – Returned recently from Fiji where she attended the Vital Registration Systems Workshop in Suva, 
Fiji from the 16 September – 25 September 2011.   
Jim Armistead – Recently returned from Bangkok, Thailand were he attended the Asian pacific consultations on Busan 
4th high level forum Aid effectiveness (9 – 20 Sep 2011) 
Taimata Spooner – Recently returned from Singapore where she attended discussions between transnational 
committee (TC) and Asia pacific country representatives around the emerging global climate change financing structure 
relating to the design process for the Green Climate Change Fund. (1st – 3rd September 2011) 
Richard Neves – Recently returned from London, UK where he attended the Commonwealth preparatory meeting for 4th 
high level forum on aid effectiveness. 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

Name DIVISON Where Purpose of Travel Travel Dates 
Peter Taivairanga AMD Panama UN climate change conference & ad hoc 

working groups meeting 
27 Sep – 9 Oct 2011 

Daphne Ringi AMD Manila Korea-knowledge sharing meeting between 
Asia Pacific Countries. 

05
th

 – 11
th

 Oct 2011 

Andrew Haigh RMD London/Paris Small IFCs: Sharing perspectives and 
meeting the challenges. Fourth meeting of 
global FORUM on TIEA. 

8
th

 Oct – 6
th

 Nov 
2011 

Ngapoko Ngatamaine RMD Singapore Regional Meeting of national authorities on 
the prohibition of chemical weapons. 

16
th

 – 21
st

 Oct 2011 
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SOCIAL PAGE 
SPG Representatives return from New Caledonia 

The Cooks SPG team representatives recently returned from New Caledonia where they 
participated in the 2011 Pacific Mini Games. The Cooks did well, bringing back one gold medal through 
Helema Williams in the code of Sailing. 
 
Three of our staff members travelled with the team. They are Kurai Foster (RMD) who represented Golf, 
Ngatokorua Elikana (TMD) Soccer and Terry Piri (TMD) who was an officiating 
referee for soccer.  

RUGBY WORLD CUP 2011 
The world cup 2011 has seen some exciting games take place over the 

past couple of weeks. All teams have displayed excellent skills and showed case outstanding 
players. Only four teams remain after the quarter final round. Below are the results from the 

quarter final matches and the semi final fixtures: 

Quarter Final Results 
QF!: Ireland (10) Vs Wales (22) 
QF2: England (9) Vs France (12) 

QF3: South Africa (9) Vs Australia (11) 
QF4: New Zealand (33) Vs Argentina (10) 

 
Semi Final match ups 

10pm Friday October 14th, Eden Park Auckland 

WALES          Vs       FRANCE 
  
 
 

10pm Saturday October 15th, Eden Park Auckland 

       AUSTRALA      Vs     NEW ZEALAND  
   
 
 

TOUCH RUGBY  
A touch rugby program commenced as of Friday the 30th of September that will see a game of Touch put on every 
Fridays from 12.00pm to 12.50pm for staff members of the Ministry and other government departments. The touch 
games will run every Friday for as long as possible till the end of the year. If you are not doing anything this 
coming Friday at 12pm then head down to the Tupapa Field for a game of Touch. 

BIRTHDAYS 
Henrianna Savage  02 October  
Peter Tierney   08 October  
Memeau Samuela  13 October    
Vaka Teroi   29 October  
Taggy Tangimetua  30 October   
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MFEM STAFFING LIST (as at 30th August 2011) 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AID MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

Richard Neves Financial Secretary – Ext 204 Jim Armistead Manager – Ext 206 

Etuatina Drollett Executive Secretary – Ext 421 Steven Barrett Infrastructure Project Officer – Ext 202 

  
Peter Taivairanga Project Officer – Ext 203 

REVENUE MANAGEMENT DIVISION Peter Tierney Policy/Research Analyst – Ext 204 

TAX Russell Thomas NZAP ACR TA – Ext 203 

Andrew Haigh Treasurer/Comptroller – EXT 208 Daphne Ringi EU Technical Assistant – Ext 210 

Philip Eyre Senior Tax Advisor – Ext 210 Marianna Bryson Finance Officer – Ext 205 

Andrew Forbes Senior Tax Auditor – Ext 222 Elizabeth Tommy Financial Consultant – Ext 205 

Sally Thomson Senior Tax Auditor – Ext 206 
  Maybelline Unu Debt & Return Officer – Ext 213 TREASURY MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

Kurai Foster Tax Examiner – Ext 213 Teu Teulilo Treasury Manager – Ext 417 

Rima Matua Tax Examiner – Ext 211 Dallas Young Budget Policy Manager – Ext 228 

Marion Howard Tax Officer – Ext 212 Nick Carter Crown Accounting Manager – Ext 406 

Amy Ngatamaine Tax Officer – Ext 213 Ngametua College Funds Manager – Ext 404 

Stace Heather Tax Officer – Ext 213 Yamanika Cooray Senior Financial Consultant – Ext 408 

David Toleafoa Tax Officer – Ext 211 Siva Gounder Senior Crown Accountant – Ext 408 

Amelia Nooapii Tax Officer – Ext 203 Ngatokorua Elikana Senior Internal Auditor – Ext 406 

Paula Dyer Tax Officer – Ext 203 Sarah Samuel Economic Analyst – Ext 491 

Memeau Samuela Tax Officer – Ext 213 Taimata Spooner Budget Analyst – Ext 233 

Tai Tereapii Supervisor/Tax Officer – Ext 215 Peerui Tepuretu Crown Accountant – Ext 402 

Irene Hafoka Counter Clerk/Cashier – Ext 212 Terry Piri Numismatic/Finance Officer – Ext 429 

Temata Ioane Counter Clerk/Cashier – Ext 215 Solomon Charlie Treasury Officer – Ext 445 

Somashini Blake Personal Assistant – Ext 441 Pari Teuru Treasury Officer – Ext 405 

Patrick Parakoti Officer Assistant – Ext 212 Edward Parker Financial Project Analyst – Ext 429 

Henrianna Savage Young Achiever Apii Jacob Payroll Supervisor – Ext 418 

 
LEGAL Mere Charlie Receptionist – Ext 401 

Wendy Valasi Pogi Legal Counsel – Ext 221 Vaka Teroi Office Assistant – Ext 414 

  
Gaston Tairi Young Achiever - 401 

CUSTOMS Taggy Tangimetua Chief Statistician/Manager – Ext 425 

Ngapoko Ngatamaine Chief Customs Officer – Ext 422 Tanga Morris Senior Statistician – Ext 413 

Pokoina Matara Senior Customs Officer – Ext 209 Enua Pakitoa Senior Statistician – Ext 416 

Walter Tangata Senior Customs Officer – Ext 209 Amelia Ngatokorua Senior Statistician – Ext 413 

Stephen Matapo Senior Customs Officer – Ext 209 Kevin Hosking Senior Statistician – Ext 424 

Bob Toka Senior Customs Officer (Aitutaki) Catherine Teamoke Statistics Officer – Ext 423 

Michelle Vakatini Customs Officer – Ext 201/209 Mareta Katu Statistics Officer – Ext 427 

Maria Matua Customs Officer – Ext 201/209 Anne Tangimetua Statistics Officer – Ext 427 

Helen Turua Customs Officer – Ext 209 Junior Paretoa Statistics Clerk – Ext 427 

Wayne Robati Customs Officer – Ext 215 Takili Tairi Statistics Clerk – Ext 427 
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PHOTO GALLERY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


